
Response from Mayor Aaron Stephens to Mark Meadows’ comments on the possible 
amendment to the Center City District Master Development Agreement, Feb. 20, 2021: 
 
 
I am currently waiting on a response from our attorney regarding the argument proposed here. 
In general, what we should work towards is a development in compliance with the rules with 
limited risk and cost from the city to make it happen. If we can come to a solution mutually, 
great. The priority is making sure that these units are rented and occupied by the target 
audience without getting into a possibly costly legal fight and also make sure that this 
conversation is closed permanently, and if this amendment does not accomplish that I will not 
be supporting it. This is an important project for the city, that has brought new business, living 
space, truly altered our downtown for the better and I will do my part to make sure it’s a 
success. This project’s success helps our downtown and our city. But that doesn’t mean we go 
back on promises made to the community. I am interested however to hear the arguments 
from other members of council.  
 
As to Mark’s comment regarding the election. Just because I think it’s important. We should 
always strive to do the right thing, not just to be right and have something to put on a mailer. 
Although I have indicated that I am not running for re-election, that shouldn’t change the 
decision at hand. I have full faith that this council will not make decisions based on the political 
realities at play, but rather because it is the best choice for the city, although those are often 
intertwined. I don’t think East Lansing wants people making decisions based on what they feel 
will get them re-elected. I think people respect more someone who chooses what they believe 
is right, even if they disagree. That’s more of a general comment, because I think this situation 
might be more aligned to both a political and the right call, but I didn’t like that language before 
I ran, and I certainly don’t support it now. 
 
Thanks for all your info on this and appreciate the opportunity to comment. 
 
Best, 
 
Aaron 

 
 


