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December 18, 2020 

 
To the Members of the Age-Friendly Communities Steering Committee: 
 
I am the Community Ambassador for Newman Lofts.   
 
I have joined an outstanding team at Newman Lofts, in order to assist in the leasing of the 
apartments and to continue to build on that community. This is not a new undertaking for me 
as the need for living options for our demographic (yes, I am in my late 60’s) has been personal 
to me since beginning research in 2013 into East Lansing living options. I have been an advocate 
for Newman Lofts since that moment, working directly with the developer and also working 
within the community to arrive at what is now this exemplary residence. 
 
I want to thank you for your endeavors to offer living options to all age group designations in 
the City of East Lansing.  On December 17, a letter was written by the Age-Friendly 
Communities Steering Committee regarding Newman Lofts.  This letter contained information 
that is not accurate, or that has not been fully understood.  Therefore, the Newman Lofts team 
and I wanted to please take this opportunity to set the record straight. 
 
First, although at one time, the developers did request a change to the 55+ age designation, 
that request was removed several weeks ago.  Newman Lofts is operating under its 
commitment to the City of East Lansing.  To be clear, our original request for relief on the 55+ 
age designation was entirely due to the COVID crisis.  During the early stages and through the 
summer we received many calls from professors, administrators, support staff, and visiting 
professors of MSU – all of whom we had to turn away due to our age restriction.  There was 
clearly a housing need for adult professionals, and we had many vacant apartments due to the 
pandemic.  Accordingly, we felt it was a beneficial request for those who needed the housing, 
ourselves as a business, the City of East Lansing, and the businesses downtown. The City did not 
feel the same, and after three requests we withdrew all of them and will continue to fill 
Newman Lofts as originally planned.  Regardless, I would strongly encourage the members of 
the Age-Friendly Communities Committee to examine a significant housing supply shortage in 
the downtown for adults in the age range of 24-54.   
 
Second, in order to be an age-friendly community, all ages need to have options for their 
choices in residential living; this includes Senior Housing.  There are several types of Senior 
Housing: Independent Living, Residential Care Homes, Respite Services, Assisted Living, 
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Memory Care, Skilled Nursing, and Retirement Communities, among others.  Each of these 
Senior Housing Types is targeted to a different demographic within the Senior Housing 
community.  Furthermore, the Housing for Older Persons Act (HOPA), signed into law by 
President Clinton on December 28, 1995, recognized that 55+ includes a wide variety of people, 
who are in differing stages of their lives.  Therefore, HOPA, and its underlining regulations, 
allow for diversity within Senior Housing.  Take for instance Burcham Hills, a Senior Housing 
community within East Lansing that offers assisted living and memory care.  Newman Lofts is 
quite different than Burcham Hills, as it is a housing option for 55+ Active Adults serving empty-
nesters, pre-retirees, and transition retirees, and into their Senior years if they so choose.   
 
Third, I would please caution the committee and council on using Universal Design too broadly.  
As is often the case in life, “the devil is in the details”.  Universal Design, related to accessibility 
for seniors, certainly has a purpose.  And that purpose is woven into the many aforementioned 
types of Senior Housing.  Regarding Newman Lofts, an active adult community, significant 
planning, focus groups, and reviews were conducted, in an effort to carefully design Newman 
Lofts for 55+ independent living.  Given the diversity of seniors, exceptional design should not 
be limited to “roll-in/walk-in showers, grab bars or handrails, and lighting over the kitchen 
sink”.  Consider the following 55+ design features of Newman Lofts: (1) Co-Working offices as 
many active adults are consultants, (2) community garden, (3) remarkable roof-top deck, (4) pet 
friendly, (5) Chef’s Community Kitchen, (6) Community Lounge, (7) state-of-the-art fitness, (8) 
storage on each residential floor for people moving from a home to apartment life, (9) 
balconies; all with a special interior design touch purposeful to active adults.    
 
Fourth, and finally, regarding rent, your letter based its rent comparisons on Social Security 
benefits.  A 55+ Active Adult is not eligible to collect full Social Security benefits until 66 years of 
age.  A 55-year-old Active Adult is 11 years too young to receive those full benefits so the Social 
Security comparison is not a factor – most of our current residents are still working, in fact.  
Moreover, our pricing is in line with similar products across multiple markets in Michigan, and 
in some cases much less expensive, especially compared to the Grand Rapids market. At 
Newman Lofts, we provide detailed quotes with rent, utility costs, and any applicable pet, 
storage, and parking costs to each person who visits or requests a quote, as required by the 
Truth in Renting Act. 
 
We are very proud of the neighborhood that is coming together at Newman Lofts; the residents 
of Newman Lofts have chosen to live there. It suits their community needs, suits their living 
styles, suits their budgets, and suits their aspirations and energies. Empty nesters often are 
eager to give back to their community, to support local groups, to offer economic benefits to 
the businesses of East Lansing.  
 
I encourage the Age-Friendly Communities Committee, to broaden their view of all the stages 
of life and welcome any new development which so well meets the wants and needs of the 
particular demographic served. Such is the achievement of the first class, amenity filled 
community of Newman Lofts, which will be that much richer if we work together! 
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Respectfully submitted by, 
Betty Nocera 
Community Ambassador, Newman Lofts 
bjnocera@gmail.com 
616-260-4748 mobile 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


