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Peter Menser

From: Isaac Record 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 9:36 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: No parking in the park!

I am intrigued by the planned market pavilion, and excited about the rendering I saw of a new playground, marked 
crosswalk, and amenities like cafe seating, lighting under the pavilion. However, I am concerned about the inclusion of 
new parking spaces surrounding the pavilion. I would not feel safe letting my children play freely through the whole of 
the park knowing there was active traffic crossing into the park. This public space should be for people, not cars. 
 
Take care, 
Isaac 
 
Isaac Record 
419 Marshall Street 
East Lansing MI 48823 
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Peter Menser

From: JUDITH CUNNINGHAM 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 4:58 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court Paek

I’d like to suggest having a stage for  performing arts , plays, music groups with a searing area.  
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Peter Menser

From: catherine powell 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 10:50 AM
To: Planning Commission
Cc: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court Park

Hello! 
What a great article to read in today's LSJ about improvements to Valley Court Park! As a young girl in the 60's I used to 
ice skate there when they flooded the baseball diamonds then get a hot chocolate at McDonalds for 10 cents.  
 
My concern revolves around environmental sustainability such as Green places certification, use of sustainable 
materials, and consideration of environmental impact (drainage in a low lying area) in the long run.  
 
Can you tell me how this is being addressed? 
Thank you so much. 
Catherine 
fan of Valley Court since 1965 
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Peter Menser

From: Lisa Brock 
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 1:38 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team; Planning Commission
Subject: Valley Court Park Feedback

Hello, 
 
I would like to propose that the basketball court be converted to an outdoor ice rink during the winter months. A lot of 
towns and cities are providing more outdoor winter activities for families and its residents. Charging a fee for ice skating 
and renting ice skates (option) would help provide additional funding for the park, rink maintenance, and etc... This 
could also draw in more people to the market for holiday shopping, hot chocolate and more! Lansing does not have 
much for outdoor ice rinks as hockey and skating are becoming more popular with people and families as a winter 
activity in Michigan.   
 
Thank you for considering, 
 
Lisa Brock 
Lansing and DeWitt Resident 
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Peter Menser

From: kevin mahany >
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2022 2:25 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Farmers market pavilion 

I would like you to have restrooms at the farmer’s market pavilion 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Peter Menser

From: Andrew Thal 
Sent: Saturday, October 15, 2022 12:57 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Cc: Sarah Reckhow
Subject: Feedback for valley court project
Attachments: Glencairn Neighborhood Association Dog Exercise (Responses).xlsx

Hi!  
 
I was in talks previously with Tim McCaffrey and Jane Stone about a potential dog park or dog run as valley court 
receives updates. I conducted a survey (results attached) and have a few possible inspirations for the idea that I’ll also 
send below.  
 
Additionally, Sarah Reckhow has advised me that there are many dogs in the new apartment buildings, which may 
inspire further interest in the idea.  
 
As a parent of both a human and a dog, I, and I’m sure many others, would find it beneficial to have a single park to 
bring each of them to safely exert energy. As of now there is no park in East Lansing that has an area for dogs within 
eyesight of an area for children.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration, 
Andrew Thal 
638 Baldwin Ct  

 
Park: 



Timestamp

How important is it to you that we 
have a fenced in area in our 
neighborhood for dogs to play Check any statements that you agree with

Submit your name if you would 
like to be involved in future 
conversations on this topic. 

1/12/2020 14:03:09 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to 
exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 14:08:21 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to 
exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 14:15:06 4

I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a 
dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my 
house

1/12/2020 14:17:14 1 I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my house, I don’t want a dog park

1/12/2020 14:18:21 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I would be willing to pitch in money to help 
fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from 
my house Molly Kreykes

1/12/2020 14:20:26 1 I don’t want a dog park

1/12/2020 14:20:58 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to 
exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 14:28:27 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, Having a dog park in our neighborhood 
would decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like 
my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in 
money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being 
visible from my house

1/12/2020 14:29:03 2
I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I don’t mind a dog park being visible from 
my house

1/12/2020 14:38:30 4
I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to 
exercise in the same place, I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 14:42:07 4

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I 
don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house Jean Schultz 

1/12/2020 14:44:44 5

I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, Having a dog park in our neighborhood would 
decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like my 
kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money 
to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible 
from my house



1/12/2020 14:47:23 4

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my 
house

1/12/2020 14:51:54 5
I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, Having a dog park in our neighborhood 
would decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html)

1/12/2020 15:34:10 1
I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my 
house, I don’t want a dog park, It is rude and dangerous for neighbors to walk dogs off leash

1/12/2020 15:36:45 1

Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my 
house

1/12/2020 15:37:18 5 I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood Tim Darche
1/12/2020 15:45:08 1 I don’t want a dog park
1/12/2020 16:12:33 4 I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood Erich Ditschman

1/12/2020 16:40:00 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to 
pitch in money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog 
park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 17:56:02 1 I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my house, I don’t want a dog parkv

1/12/2020 18:01:35 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would be willing to pitch in money to help 
fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from 
my house Tracy Fleming

1/12/2020 18:32:41 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to 
exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 19:55:31 5

Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would be willing to pitch in money to help 
fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from 
my house, Something just like Bailey would be amazing. 

1/12/2020 19:58:55 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able 
to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house

1/12/2020 20:07:58 1
I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my 
house

1/12/2020 23:31:20 4

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my 
house

1/13/2020 0:56:42 4
I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my 
house



1/13/2020 7:15:56 1

Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my 
house, I don’t want a dog park

1/13/2020 9:29:39 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to 
exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood) Kristin Clark

1/13/2020 9:59:20 1

Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my 
house, I don’t want a dog park

1/13/2020 14:03:57 2

I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my 
house, I don’t want a dog park, People with pets need to calm down. We already have issues 
with people not using leashes and not cleaning up after their dogs. I really don’t know how this 
sense of entitlement for pets has escalated to this extent. 

1/13/2020 22:30:47 1 I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, I don’t want a dog park

1/14/2020 3:23:38 1
I don’t want a dog park to be visible from my house, I don’t want a dog park, Concerned about 
a muddy patch of dirt and refuse odor

1/15/2020 17:26:36 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I 
don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house Kerry frawley

1/15/2020 19:56:53 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, Having a dog park in our neighborhood 
would decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like 
my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in 
money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being 
visible from my house

1/15/2020 20:17:15 4

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I would be willing to pitch in money to help 
fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from 
my house

1/17/2020 13:38:23 4

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, Having a dog park in our neighborhood 
would decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like 
my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in 
money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being 
visible from my house Jason Vandermeer

1/20/2020 14:34:06 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, Having a dog park in our neighborhood 
would decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would be 
willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind 
a dog park being visible from my house, Bailey Park is an excellent location. I would pay for a 
pass, like Soldans. Patty Bonito 

1/20/2020 14:35:33 5

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I am OK with a small (e.g. 40’x10’) dog run, 
Having a dog park in our neighborhood would decrease off leash walking 
(http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would be willing to pitch in money to help 
fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from 
my house, Bailey Aldo Bonito



1/27/2020 17:58:33 4

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, Having a dog park in our neighborhood 
would decrease off leash walking (http://www.whidbey.com/fetchparks/why.html), I would like 
my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in 
money to help fund a dog park (similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being 
visible from my house, It may be possible to time share for a dog park-- that is have times 
when the park is available for off leash play and other times when dogs must be back on 
leash.  This may reduce the wear and tear, and allow for multiple needs to be met. Heather Douglas

2/29/2020 22:15:44 3

I would like a large dog park in our neighborhood, I would like my kid(s) and dog(s) to be able 
to exercise in the same place, I would be willing to pitch in money to help fund a dog park 
(similar to Bailey neighborhood), I don’t mind a dog park being visible from my house Rebecca Bean
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Peter Menser

From: Wiley, David 
Sent: Saturday, October 15, 2022 11:50 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: RESIDENT iNPUT ON VALLEY COURT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Posted on: October 14, 2022 Community Invited to Provide Feedback on Farmers Market Pavilion and 
Park Improvement Project “Staff has initiated the public approval process for this proposed project, including 
additional engagement opportunities for the public and local stakeholders. The City welcomes feedback from the 
community, which will be shared with the East Lansing City Council and East Lansing boards and commissions during the 
formal review process. Comments can be sent to pavilion@cityofeastlansing.com.” 
 

Resident Comment/Suggestion on Farmers Market Pavilion and Park Improvement Project: 

1) Access - In order to allow easy access by residents of Oakwood and Glencairn 
neighborhoods, the project should include improvement of the steps and 
path to access the park from Oakhill Ave. on the north boundary of the park 
including those walking (including with assistive walking canes and “walkers”) 
and those walking with bicycles, tricycles, and wheeled baby carriages and 
strollers. 

 
To meet safety standards for access by a sloping path, consider a winding 
path to meet standards on the gradient slope from Oakhill Avenue to the 
park. Seek not to require residents with walkers, baby carriages, strollers, 
and other assistive devices to access the park only from these neighborhoods 
via the long routes of walking to the west end of Oakhill and thence via 
Hillcrest and Grand River to the park or east on Oakhill and thence via 
Evergreen Ave to the park.  

If it is not possible to build a sloping path that meets safety standards, 
consider providing only the steps , which some strollers can navigate, with 
sturdy safety handrails for pedestrians. 

 
Environmental Issues –  

 Attempt to retain the existent trees and possibly add trees in the small 
area between Oakhill Ave. and the park.   

 Find ways to make the pavilion environmentally responsible, e.g.  



2

o in spite of the north-south orientation of the pavilion roof, 
consider a roof design  to accommodate south-facing solar panels, 

o include space for waste receptacles for separate composting, 
recycling, and landfill waste, and 

o while building the pavilion, consider adding solar panels to the 
roof of the Valley Court “Active Living For All Center” senior 
activity building and make other building alterations to make the 
center more environmentally responsible. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
David Wiley, 
44 year resident of 729 Sunset Ln., Oakwood, EL 
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Peter Menser

From: Austin Kaufmann 
Sent: Saturday, October 15, 2022 9:11 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Music Stage

City of East Lansing, 
 
I'm very excited about the proposed upgrades to the Farmers Market at Valley Court Park, but I think one thing that 
seems to be missing from the proposed plans is a dedicated space / stage for musicians, speakers, etc.  
 
I already posted some feedback, both on your own post related to the upgrades and my own post (from my band's 
account; at bottom), but I'll repeat my comments to be sure that they're recorded. 

This proposal is very exciting! I'm looking forward to seeing what it becomes. 
However, as a musician and performer, my first thought was to look for a stage. And what is called a "public art / 
performance space" on the larger park plan image looks like an orange outdoor, uncovered sculpture in the market 
pavilion image.  
Perhaps that's just an artist's interpretation, but at least visually, it seems to leave no dedicated space for musicians, 
performers, and/or speakers, either inside or out. As Dan Dan Laird commented in this same thread, I would urge city 
planners to include an indoor (or covered) stage for musicians and performers. 
If the facility is to be used for other "placemaking events," leaving out a stage (and possibly even a PA system) seems 
short-sighted, as renting a stage, tent, and sound gear for years to come will likely cost the city more in the long run. 
Thank you for sharing the plans and inviting public response! 

 
 
 
Thanks, 
Austin Kaufmann  
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Peter Menser

From: Uphaus, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 2:21 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Pavilion

Support of this project would have profound positive effects not just on downtown East Lansing but on the livability of 
the entire community. Residents of all ages would benefit and it would enhance the identity of East Lansing. 
 
Robert Uphaus  
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
Get Outlook for Android 
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Peter Menser

From: Cukier, Robert <
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 6:57 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley court pavilion

Things to think about. If you build a shed then farmer’s market operates at best 5 months per year. 
If you contemplate year round it has to be enclosed/heated. That would be very expensive. And doubt you would find 
occupants, with the ‘regular’ commercial district right down the street. 
 
The Valley Court plan looks like all pavement/car park. Would hate to see that green space go. 
 
The project more seems to me - there is state of MI money available, lets get it. 
 
I would rather see a serious commitment to making EL a renewable energy leader. 
When I walk past Glencairn elementary school with its most likely perforative solar panels over that parking area and I 
look at the large, more-or-less South facing roof of the main building, my immediate thought is why isn’t that roof 
covered with solar panels. (Of course, there may be good reasons to not do that - too much weight etc.). But it would be 
good to have energy from the EL city council directed toward renewable energy. 
There certainly is serious money Federal money available for such projects. 
 
R. Cukier 
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Peter Menser

From: Dave Ledebuhr < >
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 4:55 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Comments Farmers Market

the plan proposed for a new Pavilion at Valley Court, is a great start but needs to be refined. 
1.  I see the structure as too large. 
2.  There is no information as to how the parking will be managed.  I great prefer the parking when not in use for 
Market, Not be permitted.  It should be Metered parking just like the Valley Court Drive street Parking.  The Permitting 
takes away the Public use of the spaces, and the Park has always been for Public use so the parking should stay that way. 
3.  I don't see a need to take away Valley Court Drive parking for landscape buffer.  Leave the street parking. 
4.  The tennis courts should be removed and more Open Space created since Pavilion and Parking are taking away Open 
Space. 
5.  Glad public rest rooms are incorporated. 
6.  Make sure electric is run to stage area for performances... 
 
Pleased that a grant is available to accomplish the project... 
 
 
--  
David S. Ledebuhr, Broker/Owner 
Musselman Realty 
322 Abbot Rd 
East Lansing MI 48823 

www.musselmanrealty.com 
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Peter Menser

From: Jonathan Smith >
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2022 8:51 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Pavilion

The proposal looks amazing. I love that there will be a permanent space for the farmers market. The structure looks like 
it would be a really cool community space for live music or other cultural events. I understand some people in our city 
are upset that there will be an increase in pavement but seems to me like we have a lot of green space and there’s 
nothing like this in the region. I fully support this and hope that it moves forward.  
 
Jonathan Smith 
809 Stuart Ave, East Lansing, MI 48823 

--  
--- 
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Peter Menser

From: Sue Mills 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2022 4:26 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court

More parking is needed especially if the EL Market is going to continue to be a  Sunday market. EL has allowed the 
Graduate Hotel, next MSUFCU and now are proposing this redevelopment of Valley Court Park with little or no parking. 
This is crippling one of our great historical structures in EL, The Peoples Church.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Peter Menser

From: Bert Seyfarth >
Sent: Saturday, October 29, 2022 11:45 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Farmers’ market

As proposed, the plan is an uneconomical use of central EL land. Currently, this open space is valuable as open and 
unpaved and will only become more so as the city continues to grow unless a proposal like this goes forward. 
I’ve often visited the farmers’ market but have never seen it crowded and the offerings there seemed expensive and 
available at other venues. 
Given the seasonal nature of a farmers’ market, I have to wonder if it’s a wise use of our tax dollars. It strikes me as a 
case of people wanting to spend other peoples’ money.  
 
Bert Seyfarth 
340 Northlawn Ave, East Lansing 
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Peter Menser

From: Molly Hobey 
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 9:25 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Preserve the greenspace! We do not have enough!!!

Hello - we live in East Lansing (behind Hannah Center).  Our young children frequently play catch, tag, frisbee, in the 
Valley Court fields.  We would love for the City of EL to find a way to preserve what little greenspace we have left.  When 
you walk downtown, it's just high buildings and pavement now.  No trees, no flowers.  We need to keep the greenspace! 
 
Please consider using the existing parking infrastructure downtown, and placing the farmer's market in the El Azteco- 
pavilion.  Why do we need more asphalt - there is enough parking to host these vendors, it's just a bit down the road.   
 
THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING THIS.  Keep our GREEN SPACE! 
 
Molly Hobey Szpunar 
815 Stuart Avenue 
EL  
 
 
--  
Molly Louise Hobey 
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Peter Menser

From: Cindy Horgan < >
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 10:02 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: accessible park

Good Morning  
 
I am writing to request that as you create an accessible playground, please consider the quantity of equipment and the 
foundation. Often, we forget that parents may have the disability, not the child, making it challenging for a disabled 
parent to take a child to the park if they can’t get off the sidewalk. Children also love playing together and not just on 
swings, which is often the only accessible option. 
 
The Madison Claire Foundation is an exceptional example of an accessible & sensory-friendly playground for all families. 
This playground empowers all who come to play and builds acceptance and unity.  
 
Thanks for reading this and for creating a welcoming place for ALL at The Valley Court Park. 
 
 
Warmly, 
Cindy Horgan 
 
 

Cindy Horgan, MOT, OTR/L 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pronouns:  She/Her/Hers 
 
This e-mail, including attachments, may 
include confidential and/or proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or 
entity to which it is addressed.                         
If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended recipient or his or her authorized agent, the 
reader is hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail 
is prohibited.  
If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by replying to this 
message and delete this e-mail immediately. 
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Peter Menser

From: Christopher Sell < >
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 12:45 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court Feedback

Hello,  
 
I live in East Lansing with my wife (teacher in EL public schools) and three young kids. We are big advocates for parks and 
recreation in our community, and have long thought that Valley Court Park should be a shining jewel for our community, 
positioned to be at the epicenter of community engagement in our downtown area. It has the opportunity to be a 
progressive urban park while still preserving a decent amount of green space, with close proximity to businesses and 
residential neighborhoods (and of course MSU).  
 
I was very excited to learn that the City had been awarded an enormous grant at the state level (that requires 
municipal matching funds, right?) to help reimagine and reconstruct the farmers market and Valley Court in general.  
 
I really like the design of the covered pavilion to create the type of infrastructure that is badly needed for a formidable 
farmers market that East Lansing deserves. I also agree with some that this might be an opportunity to get rid of the 
existing tennis courts (in bad shape), preserve some of the existing green space, and I'd LOVE to see two other features 
be considered for concurrent implementation along with the new farmers market pavilion:  
 
1.) New Playground. I know that the current renderings of the new market call for a new (albeit small) playground. This 
in my opinion is imperative. And it needs to be done the right way to scale. The current small playground at Valley Court 
is an embarrassment. Not to mention that the one slide is horrendously designed and often can lead to kids falling off 
and potential injuries. I would encourage the planning team to get creative in thinking about what type of 
playground/park can take shape at Valley Court. Maggie Daley Park in downtown Chicago is often a place that inspires 
me to think boldly about what could exist at Valley Court. Obviously it'd be much smaller than Maggie Daley Park in 
Chicago, but the bold creative use of nature and willingness to go vertical with the play structure is amazing. Treehouse-
type of structures with numerous slides and ADA compliant functionality. And the incorporation of public art and ice 
skating trails (rather than a rink) in the winter are other amazing features. If you want kids and young families to visit the 
farmers market, the #1 priority should be to create an amazing playground for kids and families. Having a big bold 
playground in the sky at Valley Court would give community members a new destination place and could still allow for 
the preservation of SOME of the existing green space that some community members really want to keep. I know EL has 
piloted (without much success) pop-up ice skating rinks without much success at the location, but perhaps skating trails 
incorporated into the design of a playstructure that complements the farmers market might be easier to maintain and 
would be a more thoughtful attempt at placemaking while still giving community members a chance ice skate in the 
winter at our community's downtown park.  
 
2.) Building a new state of the art farmers market pavilion without creating a (relative) state of the art outdoor music 
venue/pavilion seems like a huge missed opportunity. I'd love to see the new designs incorporate an outdoor 
amphitheatre that not only could accommodate a wide range of musicians during the Sunday farmers markets, but 
could also be programmed other times throughout the year to offer outdoor concerts for a community that is SORELY 
lacking in music/performing arts venues. The covered stage with state of the art equipment and infrastructure could 
accommodate a wide range of performing artists, and perhaps live comedy shows or film screenings for other festivals 
throughout the year (RIP the Moonlight Film Festival...wish our kids could still go to that). The new outdoor music 
amphitheater at Wenonah Park in Bay city could serve as a reference point for the type of venue that could be includes 
as part of the reimagined Valley Court Farmers Market. 
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Thanks in advance for your consideration of this feedback and these ideas. I'm not naive to the fact that very real 
financial limitations may exist, which will obviously inform what can or cannot be done in this project. But this seems like 
a rare opportunity -- with the new grant -- to reimagine this park, and get it right (versus partially right) to make it the 
place that our community deserves. If you'd wish to further discuss some of these concepts, don't hesitate to contact 
me, I'd be happy to continue the conversation.  
 
Cheers, 
Chris Sell  
 
 
--  
Christopher Sell 
Director of Alumni & Entrepreneur Engagement  
Michigan State University  
Founder/Director, Lansing 5:01  

www.linkedin.com/in/christophersell/ 
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Peter Menser

From: Ryan Marr < >
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 8:39 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court updates

I would encourage making the Valley Court space bike friendly (bike racks, bike lanes connecting to northern tier trail, 
etc).  
 
On a separate note, I think a great community project for winter months would be to erect an outdoor skating rink. This 
could even be done in the parking lot of the aquatic center/dog park (since both are closed for the winter) and there is 
lighting available in the parking lot.  
 
Ryan 
Go Green! 
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Peter Menser

From: Sarah Preisser 
Sent: Thursday, November 3, 2022 10:58 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court project

Hello, 
Thanks for taking public input on the Valley Court project. I am a supporter of creating community spaces that will bring 
people together in East Lansing, but am opposed to the greenspace in Valley Court being repurposed to provide 
additional parking and a year-round structure for a farmer's market. The reality is, we have eliminated ALL city 
greenspace in our city, and have built many parking structures and buildings. Valley Court is the last open space we have 
and prioritizing improvements that would allow for continued flexible use of that space is important. We should add 
trees to the existing space and consider a bandshell or something else that can be used in multiple ways. Let Meridian 
own the farmer's market scene in our area. 
Thanks, 
Sarah Preisser 
515 Southlawn Ave, East Lansing, MI 48823 
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Peter Menser

From: Rebecca Roberts < >
Sent: Thursday, November 3, 2022 10:10 AM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Comments from resident 

Good morning. While I am not able to attend the public meeting this evening, I still wanted to share my thoughts.  
 
I think the design and idea for the farmers market pavilion seem fine. I like that there is still a basketball court and the 
historic structure where movies are shown is maintained on the site. One concern I had was the placement of the 
playground. It seems funny to have to cross the parking lot, and with small children and families wanting to shop it feels 
like the placement could be better.  
 
My other concern about the proposal is that it doesn’t seem to address the concern about the vendor list. I think the 
success of the farmer’s market in Meridian Township—which seems to be our main competition—is that they are much 
more successful at getting great vendors. I don’t want to go to a farmers market and have the vendors mainly sell 
candles and soap. I want to find fresh local produce! I prefer the Meridian farmers market because of the bustling 
feeling and great vendors. To me, I think we need to address our vendor list before we build this fancy new pavilion.  
 
Rebecca Roberts 
500 Northlawn 
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Peter Menser

From: Jordan Jarosz <
Sent: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 6:57 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Feedback on Farmers Market Pavilion and Park Improvement

Hello, 
 
Is it possible to consider a free community splash pad as park of this park improvement project? From what I 
understand, East Lansing currently does not have a free splash pad for children to utilize. I feel this is a park feature that 
would be a wonderful addition to our community. 
 
Thank you for taking this feedback and for considering the recommendation.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Jordan 
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Peter Menser

From: James A Robertson < >
Sent: Thursday, November 3, 2022 3:44 PM
To: City of East Lansing Pavilion Team
Subject: Valley Court Comments for City Council and Staff, Planning Commission, Historic District 

Commission, Transportation Commission

Importance: High

My comments, are as follows. 1) on page 2 of the Land Use Development Application, the Historic District Box is not 
checked.  Whether this an oversight or intentional I cannot say; however, ever since I have moved here in 2010, the City 
wants the inclusion of the park in the Oakwood Historic District to go away. 1) I count up 40 parking spaces in the 
proposed plan drawing (application says 52 [hard to see where they get 52] but I just counted the spaces for the Farmers 
Market and assumed the Food Trucks occupy the entire west side).  I've gone to the Farmers market many times and not 
once have I had a problem with parking other than on real busy days, circling around the block. What happened to 
visions a walkable East Lansing (then again, they already removed the steps for access from the east side of Evergreen)? 
2) The new parking will add new traffic to the rear of the park. What impacts will this have on noise, air quality, safety of 
park users (especially children who are known to run and dart around without thinking that a full size SUV driver may 
not see them [I recently saw a video showing the reduced visibility and safety risks of SUVs in urban settings from the 
front and over reliance on cameras with limited peripheral views in the back]), the setting and ambiance of the park, 
etc? 3) will any ordinances need to be changed to accommodate/regulate use by food trucks? Will the food trucks be 
available year round? What is their rationale for food truck usage of the Farmers market? Will they get commitments 
from the vendors?  
Will the parking be a traffic generator by people using the food trucks as a "drive-through? or will there be provisions for 
walkers to eat their food in the park? Where? 4) A Traffic study should be undertaken and consider these and other 
impacts I haven't thought of. 5) The farmers market is a part-time, seasonal activity (to assume year round use of that 
type witness the failure of the Lansing City Farmers Market)....what use(s) will such a large farmers market have during 
the year? Do they have a projected schedule for alternative facility usage or is this another "build it and they will come?" 
6) what impacts will the greater extent and number impervious surfaces have on drainage and water quality going into 
the already overtaxed sewage system?  During rainy weather will it cause the green space remnants to get wet, mushy, 
unusable at times? It is a low spot. 
 
Overall, this is an outdated, poorly conceived plan? Placemaking, a stated goal of the staff in the past and the Historic 
District Committee, requires creativity and detailed study. We need a full and comprehensive land use/environmental 
study that investigates projected levels of park use by season and year, types of use for whom/by whom, and serious 
public input, not to mention the specific issues I raise above.  Rubber stamping this project does an injustice to the 
needs and goals of the community. My last comment is a question: does or will the proposed project involve any Federal 
funds or permits. 
 
I apologize for the lateness of my comments as I am unable to attend today's meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James A Robertson 
815 Sunset Lane 
East Lansing 
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