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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

August 18, 2025

The Honorable Pamela J. Bondi

Attorney General of the United States

Office of the Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington D.C. 20530 VIA FED EX OVERNIGHT

Dear Madam Attorney General,

This office received your letter of August 13, 2025. Thank you for the
opportunity to communicate with you on this subject. For the City of East
Lansing, in particular, this communication is important because the
description in your letter of a sanctuary jurisdiction and the explanation of
why you are concerned about such jurisdictions do not describe or apply to
East Lansing’s policies or actions.

Your letter says that you have been directed to “identify sanctuary
jurisdictions and notify them of their unlawful sanctuary status and
potential violations of federal law” and to “combat sanctuary policies that
violate federal immigration law.” Your intention, according to the letter, is to
identify “state and local laws, policies, and practices that facilitate violations
of federal immigration laws or impede lawful federal immigration
operations” and take action to challenge them.

You conclude by notifying me that East Lansing is on a “list” of state
and local jurisdictions with policies that meet the above criteria. You ask that
I respond to confirm the City of East Lansing’s commitment to complying
with federal law and how we will eliminate any policies the City has that
impede federal immigration enforcement.

I enclose a copy of the East Lansing City Council Resolution No. 2023-
1,' which appears to be the impetus for your letter. Although the Resolution
uses the term “sanctuary city,” as I noted at the outset of this

1 The City Council has not adopted any ordinances or laws regarding this subject, only this
Resolution,
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response the operative provisions in paragraphs 1 — 6 of the Resolution do
not actually promote or facilitate violations of federal immigration or other
laws in the manner described in your letter. In fact, they do the opposite.

Paragraphs 1 and 2 specifically require all City of East Lansing
officials, including police officers, to act and implement the contents of the
Resolution only “[iln a manner consistent with State and Federal law.”
Additionally, and importantly given your stated concerns, paragraph 4 of the
Resolution affirmatively authorizes East Lansing officials and law
enforcement officers to “cooperate with federal immigration agencies in
matters that involve criminal activity, and the protection of public safety”—
again, in accordance with State and Federal law. The remaining paragraphs
do not relate to the concerns raised in your letter at all.2

The City and our City Attorney have reviewed the laws cited in your
letter. I can confirm that the City’s 2023 Resolution does not contravene any
of them. After speaking with our City Manager and Police Chief, I also can
confirm that we are unaware of any specific action by a City employee or law
enforcement official that has in fact impeded or thwarted federal
immigration enforcement in the City of East Lansing, nor is there an intent
to do so. As such, I believe that the attached City Council Resolution and this
letter confirm the City’s commitment to comply with federal law and that the
City of East Lansing has complied with your request. I therefore respectfully
request that you remove the City of East Lansing from the list referenced in
your letter.

Sincerely,

S

George M. Brookover
Mayor, City of East Lansing

2 Paragraph 3 of the Resolution only applies to “non-mandatory” federal programs for registration of
individuals; i.e., if federal law mandates such registration, the City will comply, and paragraphs 5
and 6 simply direct the City Manager to report to Council on certain matters and distribute the
Resolution to other City officials.



s

CITY OF EAST LANSING
RESOLUTION 2023-1

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE CITY OF EAST LANSING
A SANCTUARY CITY

WHEREAS, There are an estimated 109,000 undocumented immigrants in the State of Michigan;
and

WHERFEAS, Undocumented immigrants come from a wide range of diverse backgrounds from
different races, religions, sexual orientations, genders, national origins, and disabilities.
Undocumented residents have unique identities and therefore should all be given the freedom and
agency to reside in the City of East Lansing; and

WHEREAS, The City of East Lansing has a special relationship with immigrants because of the
large number who come here to study, teach, research, work and create businesses; and

WHEREAS, In February of 2017, the City of East Lansing City Council passed a resolution
“reaffirm[ing] the City of East Lansing’s long-standing policy of refusal to participate with federal
authorities in the widespread unjust violation of rights of individuals based on religion,
national origin, immigration or refugee status.” This Resolution declared the City of East Lansing
as a “safe haven”, but not a “Sanctuary City”; and

WHEREAS, Many cities that support undocumented residents, including the City of East Lansing,
declared themselves “safe havens” rather than “Sanctuary Cities”, due to potential withholding of
funding from jurisdictions that declared themselves “Sanctuary Cities™; and

WHEREAS, Declaring the City of East Lansing a “Sanctuary City” allows the City to reaffirm its
commitment to protecting and developing better resources for undocumented immigrants within
its boundaries, and utilizing the common terminology of “Sanctuary City” allows greater
community understanding of the protections provided,;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of East Lansing City Council hereby
declares the City of East Lansing a Sanctuary City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in support of the adoption of Sanctuary
City status, the City hereby adopts the following policies:

1. In a manner consistent with State and Federal law, City of East Lansing officials,
including law enforcement officers, shall not actively collaborate with federal agents
solely for the purpose of enforcing federal immigration law and shall not use City
resources or personnel to investigate, question, detain, apprehend, and/or register
persons based solely upon a civil violation of federal immigration law; and

2. In a manner consistent with State and Federal law, City of East Lansing officials,
including law enforcement officers, shall not take any direct action against any
individual based solely upon their actual or perceived immigration status, nor shall any



[ individual be held in local custody solely for a civil immigration hold unless the
individual has been charged or convicted with serious offenses, including but not
limited to being on the sex offender registry; and

3. City of East Lansing officials will not use any public resources or follow any non-
mandatory federal program requiring the registration of individuals on the basis of
religious affiliation, race, national or ethnic origin, gender, gender identity or sexual
orientation; and

4. In accordance with State and Federal law, City of East Lansing officials, including law
enforcement officers, may cooperate with federal immigration agencies in matters that
involve criminal activity, and the protection of public safety; and

5. The City Manager shall report to the City Council requests or mandates from State
and/or Federal govemments for the use of City resources to enforce Federal
immigration laws., City staff shall also continue to monitor any efforts by State and/or
Federal governments to withhold or withdraw State and/or Federal funding as a result
of the City’s policies to protect and defend its diverse community, including but not
limited to 1ts Sanctuary City status, and shall take or recommend all action necessary
to protect such funding.

6. The City Manager shall transmit copies of this Resolution to City Boards,
Commissions, Departments, and employees.

Moved by Council member: Gregg
Supported by Council member: Bacon

ADOPTED: Yeas: 3

Nays: 1

Absent: /
~7fl

Mﬁyor Ron Bacon
Dated: January 10, 2023

CLERKS CERTIFICATION: 1 hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete
copy of a Resolution adopted by the East Lansing City Council at its meeting held on Tuesday,

January 10, 2023.
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Jennifer fste@tlerk
City offEgét Lansing

Approved as to form:

i /s/ Anthony Chubb
R Anthony Chubb, City Attorney




